Abstract: In Japan, the average life expectancy is now 83 years -the longest of any country, according to 2013 World Health Statistics-and this super-aging society is getting older every year. Pneumonia is now the third most common cause of death in Japan, and dysphagia in the elderly has become a critical social issue. Dysphagia which is progressive triggers weight loss, immunological hyperfunction, and loss of the will to live, and the dysphagia itself inevitably continues to worsen further. In this report, I identify local and systemic changes relating to deglutition function in the aged.

